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A PUBLICATION OF LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN  Autumn 2019 

 

WELCOME BACK! 
As students moved in this August, we were ready 

to go with our back-to-school welcome events. We were 

present at the autumn activities fairs on North Campus 

and Central Campus, and on the first Wednesday of class, 

we walked from Lord of Light to the Blank Slate Creamery 

over on First St. and enjoyed the best ice cream Ann 

Arbor has to offer, all while getting to know campus – 

and each other – better! 

The following Wednesday, we joined our 

ecumenical friends from uKirk (First Presbyterian), 

Wesley (First United Methodist), Campus Chapel 

(Christian Reformed), and Canterbury House (Episcopal) 

for a progressive dinner. It was lovely to get to know 

each other a bit better and have an introduction to all our spaces, since we’re collaborating on a number of events this 

year. 

On September 21, several LCM students went out to 

Zion Lutheran Church in Chelsea, MI for a retreat with the 

theme “Discern & Discover.” We took an online evaluation 

of our leadership skills, considered how our gifts and skills 

might best be formed into our vocations, worshiped 

together, ate together, and even ran around outside with a 

rainbow rubber chicken… because why not? 

Sunday 

dinners continue to 

be the single most 

important 

community-building 

activity we do, and 

allow students an 

opportunity to engage 

with each other and with the adults and kids in our community here at Lord of 

Light/Lutheran Campus Ministry. It’s also a great way for local churches to come 

and see what is possible when it comes to young adult ministry.  

 

 
 

  

We always need more help - if you or your 
congregation would like to get involved, 
please go to www.lcm-um.org/support to sign up! 
 

http://www.lcm-um.org/support
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Clockwise from left: Choir; NorthFest; Worship during our 

Discern & Discover Retreat; LoL treasurer and LCM board 

member Aaron makes our Welcome Back BBQ possible; 

Discussing vocation at Discern & Discover; Pride Outside 

Photo Gallery 
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LETTER FROM THE PASTOR 

Rev. Elizabeth Friedman 

For a couple of years now, I have been describing the 

weeks around August and September as my Christmas - 

which is then followed by a combination of Lent and 

Advent. The first six weeks or so of the autumn are our 

make-or-break weeks – the time to be present, to show 

we care, to organize and facilitate welcome events, and 

to meet as many people as possible. 

 After a predictably hectic autumn, the leaves 

are falling and students are settling into their midterm 

patterns. Vida gets a lot of use by students looking for 

coffee or a snack, a cozy fire, and a quiet study space. 

Sunday worship continues every week at 5pm, with 

dinner just afterward at 6pm, provided by Lord of Light 

members and groups from local congregations; and 

Wednesday night dinner and Bible study continues 

every week at 7pm. FoQUS, our ecumenical LGBTQ+ group, met weekly at the 

beginning of the term to discuss Colby Martin’s UnClobber, and we had a Halloween 

kickoff party at the end of October;  we’ve got a Thanksgiving potluck planned for 

November, and Cookies, Carols and Communion coming up in December. 

We were present at FestiFall, NorthFest, and Pride Outside – which gave us a great opportunity to increase our 

visibility and connect with incoming students.  Mercifully, it wasn’t nearly as hot as it was last year – or rainy! We made 

some good connections and met a lot of lovely people. 

We are still finishing off the last bits of work on our 1951 building. It has been so wonderful to refresh this space, 

which has welcomed so many students over the last several decades. Eventually, we will need to contend with its lack of 

accessibility – but for our ministry needs now, our spruced-up building is working a lot better.  

We had visits this term from the seminaries as well as Young Adults in Global Mission, and it’s been wonderful to 

connect our students with opportunities for future service in 

the church. In September, we participated in the international 

climate strike, and we also organized our first day-long retreat, 

which centered around vocation. The Spirit is certainly moving! 

Life in campus ministry is unpredictable and busy, but it 

is so wonderful to walk with our students during this portion of 

their faith journey. As students begin to put their heads down in 

anticipation of finals and the holiday season, we look forward to 

continuing to find ways to offer emotional support and spiritual 

growth. 

Thank you for your continued support of this ministry!  

 

Painting the fellowship hall with Emily and Curtiss 

At FestiFall with Jen and Sophie 



4 
 

BUILDING UPDATE 

We spent the summer and a large part of the autumn 

continuing to follow through on the various projects we 

had planned to refresh our 1951 building – projects we 

were able to accomplish with the matching grant we 

received from the National Lutheran Campus Ministry 

Foundation. Here’s the list of what has been 

accomplished to date: 

• The 1951 cabinets were torn out, and the new 

kitchen cabinets, countertops, and appliances 

have gone in. The kitchen has been freshly 

painted. We are still waiting for the shelves to 

go up. And: We have a dishwasher! 

• The electrical circuitry and wiring for the 

kitchen have been updated. 

• The fellowship hall was painted and a new floor installed. 

• Our boiler failed in the spring, so we re-prioritized our 

projects in order to replace the boiler. 

• The front steps were re-surfaced (2018) 

• Air conditioning was installed in the sanctuary (mid 2018) 

Over the Christmas break, we will be replacing the 25-year-old carpet in the sanctuary and abating the asbestos tile 

underneath. We will also give the bathrooms a refresh. 

 THANK YOU to everyone who has contributed time 

and money to this massive project! Our building is now 

well-positioned to serve us for many more years of ministry. 

 

  

Above: We moved the fridge to the other side of the 

room, so now we have a long counter where we can 

either line up the crockpots (thanks to new electrical!) 

or work together. Plus, it’s easy to keep clean! (N.B. 

We are still waiting for shelves to go in above the 

counter.) 

Right: The fellowship hall has a fresh coat of paint and 

a new floor. 

New fridge, dishwasher, and cabinets in the kitchen 
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50TH ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

On Sunday, September 8th, the school year got off to a 

rousing start as we celebrated the 50th anniversary of 

ordination for both Rev. Roland Schaedig and Rev. Stan 

Eckermann. Rev. Kathy Tulman, our Washtenaw 

conference dean, preached, and members of her 

congregation, Zion Lutheran Church in Chelsea, provided 

our community meal. 

Many thanks to Stan and Roland for their decades of 

faithful ministry! We are blessed to have you both be a 

part of our community!  

 

 

 

 

STUDENT HOMELESSNESS ON CAMPUS 

 There has been a lot of talk lately in the national media about student debt, but something we’re noticing more 

and more here at U of M is the number of students who are struggling just to get by. There are those whose parents 

have just barely enough – or not enough – to send them to a top-tier public university – and those who are independent 

students, meaning they don’t have parental support. Many of us have been recognizing increasing food insecurity and 

homelessness among students, and we are working to ensure that university officials are paying attention to the 

problem as well. 

 Part of the difficulty in reporting on student homelessness is that we simply don’t have the full picture. Students 

who are in the midst of networking for their future don’t want their colleagues to know they’re struggling, so they don’t 

talk about it. Students without a dorm or apartment sleep in the library, or in their cars (if they have one), or they might 

couch surf at friends’ places. And as rents continue to rise in Ann Arbor, students are feeling the squeeze. Room and 

board in a double dorm room costs over $1,000 per month, but that leaves students without parental support nowhere 

to live in the summer. 

 Of course, feeding students is part of our DNA here at LCM. Back when the ministry started in 1917, Sunday 

night dinners were a staple – and we continue to feed students every Sunday after worship. By keeping Vida stocked 

with free snacks, students can access at least some free food to help their resources stretch just that little bit further. 

Lunch and coffee with the pastor are a staple of the getting-to-know-you process as well as ongoing pastoral care. And 

the old pastor’s apartment now houses three independent students, some of whom have come out of foster care, for a 

modest maintenance fee. One of our student residents writes: “I’m an independent student and this place makes it 

possible for me to be here.” 

 We’re continuing to look at creative ways to address the material needs of our students, even as we provide 

spiritual care and guidance to our campus community.  

From left: Rev. Elizabeth Friedman, Rev. Stan Eckermann, Rev. 

Roland Schaedig, and Rev. Sean Ewbanks (Director for 

Evangelical Mission for the Southeast Michigan Synod) 
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CONNECTING STUDENTS TO LCM 
Curtiss Engstrom 

My name is Curtiss and I’m a new graduate 

student in Survey Methodology at UM – and I’m excited to 

be here! That said, I would not be here if it were not for 

pastoral outreach and connection. I graduated in May 

2019 from the University of Wisconsin-Madison (On 

Wisconsin!) and during my time there, spent most of my 

time at Lutheran Campus Ministry at the University of 

Wisconsin. I was thankful for everyone I met at LCM, 

especially Pastor Emily Tveite, who helped and guided me 

through the good times and the bad during undergrad. 

When I was ready to graduate, Pastor Emily, who was 

excited that I was going to UM, put me in touch with 

Pastor Elizabeth here, to ensure I had continued support 

and a place to go. Let me just say, before my quick spiel, 

that when I first met Pastor Elizabeth at Lord of Light, I 

though, “Wow, I’m gonna have fun these next two years!” Her energy and 

enthusiasm for all students and what she does is amazing, and I wish to 

strive for that energy every day! 

That said, moving from Madison to Ann Arbor and 

finding a new campus ministry home has taught me one big 

thing: the need for pastor-to-pastor communication about 

students entering new campus ministries or new churches upon 

graduation. From my experience, a majority of students who 

come to campus ministries do so because they found out about 

it on campus, not from the congregation they came from. It is 

important for youth to find campus ministries where they go to 

college, so they continue their faith journey. Outreach is how 

campus ministries are able to keep going. Even if students who 

are connected with campus ministries do not come to worship 

services, they are able to understand the ELCA resources that 

are available to them on a college campus so that they can take 

advantage of those resources. 

My takeaway message is this: Support and strengthen our 

campus pastors by getting the word out to college-bound high school 

graduates about the resources campus ministries have to offer! You 

can do this easily by filling out the referral form at 

www.luminelca.org.  It’s also really important to offer resources to 

pastors to continue campus outreach, because funding and 

volunteers are always needed. I thank the campus pastors I have had 

in college and want to make sure other students have the same 

opportunities I’ve had.  

 

  

Steven, Pastor Elizabeth, Curtiss, and Billy  
on Fall Clean-Up Day 

Dinner at Discern & Discover at Zion Lutheran in Chelsea 

http://www.luminelca.org/
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LIFE AS A LIVING WATERS CAMP COUNSELOR 
Zoe Bultman 
 

This summer, I had the joy of working at Living Water 
Ministries’ Stony Lake Lutheran Camp. This non-profit 
organization runs week-long programming all summer for a 
range of populations, and strives to build communities in 
Christ while also developing leadership and emphasizing the 
importance of service. 

Campers in a typical week are kids aged anywhere 
from 7-17, and each week I got a different age group in my 
cabin. Changing demographics week to week made my job 
super exciting and dynamic, and also allowed different types 
of relationships to develop each week. When I had high 
schoolers, we did “tea parties” every night. For 30 minutes 
after lights out we stayed up late and “spilled the tea” about 

funny things that happened that day or things from home that were making it hard for them to fully embrace their time 
at camp. The conversations ranged from silly secrets to deep self-reflection, and it helped us all to grow closer to 
another. On the opposite side of the spectrum, elementary weeks meant early bedtimes. After 10pm I would read the 
girls a story from someone’s unicorn princess party book 
(yes, this is a real thing that an adorable 7-year-old 
brought to camp) and tuck them all in. 

The age group I got to have most often was 
confirmation campers (11-14 year olds) and they were 
always the most energetic. We built forts in our cabin 
(don’t tell my boss), spoke in silly accents, gave each 
other nicknames, and had tons of inside jokes. Some 
weeks there would be return campers from previous 
summers, and it felt like a family reunion—both in the 
sense that I was happy to see them and amazed by how 
much they had grown! Last summer’s elementary 
campers were suddenly in confirmation cabins, and 
former first-timers were now staying for the full 6 days. I 
felt like such an old lady seeing these campers grow up right before my eyes. 

The familial bonds developed among staff as well as within cabins. I made some great new friends and 
strengthened bonds with my existing ones. The tight knit 
staff is a necessity for such emotionally demanding work. 
Without the support system that we provided to one 
another, burnout would be unavoidable. While being a 
camp counselor can be a lot of fun, it also comes with 
many challenges. Kids are people too, and they 
experience the same emotions and frustrations that we 
all do. I was a shoulder to cry on, an advocate, a mediator, 
and a confidant. Being able to fill all of these roles is an 
important part of caring for the campers mental, 
emotional, and physical safety. Though the work 
certainly can be challenging, the genuine love I 
experienced at work every day made all of the pee 
laundry and emotional demands worth it. 
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Enclosed you will find an 

Autumn 2019 Appeal Card. Thrivent Choice lets members recommend where some of the charitable outreach funds from 
Thrivent Financial go by directing Choice Dollars. In order to participate in Choice Dollars, donors must be benefit members 
age 16 or older and hold a Thrivent Financial volunteer leadership position or have $800 or more in annual premiums toward 
qualifying insurance products or have $20,000 or more in 
contract value of qualifying products. If you previously 
directed Thrivent Choice Dollars to Lutheran Campus 
Ministry, thank you! Would you please do so again? Simply go 
to: 

  
 1. https://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice  
                                           OR 
  
 2. Call 800-847-4836 and indicate “Thrivent Choice” when prompted. Please indicate that you would like to direct 

your Thrivent Choice dollars to Lutheran Campus Ministry at the University of Michigan.  
Choice Dollars designated during the calendar year can be directed until March 31 of the following year. For example, 

you can direct Choice Dollars designated to you in 2019 until March 31, 2020.  
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

WE GREATLY APPRECIATE 

YOUR PRAYERS AND 

FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS! 
 

LIGHT YEARS 
Lord of Light Lutheran Church 

Lutheran Campus Ministry at the University of Michigan 

Autumn 2019 

Follow us: 

www.lcm-um.org 
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