
A SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Holden Evening Prayer 

 
GATHERING 
We enter in a spirit of contemplation, as the beloved people of God, and the prelude helps to 

prepare us for worship. Words said by the pastor/leader are in plain type; words said by the 

congregation are in bold. 

 

PRELUDE 

 

PROCESSION 

Please stand as you are able. 
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HYMN OF LIGHT 

 
 

EVENING THANKSGIVING 
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WORD 
The Word of God is proclaimed within and by the gathered assembly. The first Bible reading, 

usually from the Old Testament, is followed by the Psalmody. A New Testament reading and 

Gospel reading follow. Please be seated. 
 

FIRST READING  Isaiah 55:1-5 
 

1Ho, everyone who thirsts, 

  come to the waters; 

 and you that have no money, 

  come, buy and eat! 

 Come, buy wine and milk 

  without money and without price. 

 2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 

  and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 

 Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 

  and delight yourselves in rich food. 

 3Incline your ear, and come to me; 

  listen, so that you may live. 

 I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 

  my steadfast, sure love for David. 

 4See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 

  a leader and commander for the peoples. 

 5See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 

  and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 

 because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, 

  for he has glorified you. 
 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

 

PSALMODY     
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SECOND READING  Romans 9:1-5 

 
1I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by 

the Holy Spirit—2I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3For I could 

wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people, 

my kindred according to the flesh. 4They are Israelites, and to them belong the 

adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the 

promises; 5to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes 

the Messiah, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen. 

 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

THE ANNUNCIATION 

An angel went from God to a town called Nazareth to a woman whose name was Mary.  

The Angel said to her, “Rejoice, O highly favored, for God is with you.  You shall bear a 

child, and his name shall be Jesus, the Chosen One of God Most High.”  And Mary said, 

“I am the servant of my God, I live to do your will.” 
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THE MAGNIFICAT 
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GOSPEL Matthew 14:13-21 

 

The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
13Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading 

of John the Baptist], he withdrew from there in 

a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when 

the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot 

from the towns. 14When he went ashore, he 

saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for 

them and cured their sick. 15When it was 

evening, the disciples came to him and said, 

“This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they 

may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” 16Jesus said to them, “They need 

not go away; you give them something to eat.” 17They replied, “We have nothing here 

but five loaves and two fish.” 18And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 19Then he ordered 

the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked 

up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the 

disciples gave them to the crowds. 20And all ate and were filled; and they took up what 

was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21And those who ate were about 

five thousand men, besides women and children. 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

SERMON 

 

 

 

  



 8 

HYMN OF THE DAY  ALL WHO HUNGER, GATHER GLADLY 

After hearing the sermon, we proclaim the word of God in song. Please stand as you are able. 
 

  



 9 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the 

church, the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

You take resources that appear to be meager, bless them, and there is 

enough. May your church trust that what you bless and ask us to share 

with the world is abundantly sufficient. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 

prayer. 

 

Your bountiful creation offers sustenance and life for all creatures. Protect 

this abundance for the well-being of all. Reverse the damage we have 

caused your creation, especially the Gelman dioxane plume and the 

damage that has been done to the Flint River. Replenish ground water 

supplies, provide needed rains in places of drought, and protect forests 

from wildfires. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

You offer yourself to all the nations and peoples of the earth, inviting 

everyone to abundant life. Bring the prophetic vision to fullness, that all 

nations will run to you and that nations who do not know you will find 

their joy in you. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

You open your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. Hear the 

anguish of tender hearts who cry to you in suffering and satisfy their 

deepest needs. Bring wholeness and healing to those who suffer in body, 

heart, soul, and mind, especially Tom, Alyson, Nathaniel, Clare, Karen, 

Hasse, Mason, Joyce, Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

You offer freely the fullness of salvation. Give Lord of Light such a 

welcoming heart, that our words and actions may extend your free and 

abundant hospitality to all whom we encounter. Lord, in your mercy, hear 

our prayer. 

 

You give us strength in times of trouble and assure us that we are never 

alone. We ask especially that your comfort surround all those who are 

suffering in the midst of this pandemic, and we pray for strength for all 
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those who care for the sick and dying. Bless nurses, doctors, orderlies, 

cleaning staff, techs, and all those who put themselves in harm’s way for 

the sake of others. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

 

You gather your saints as one, united in the body of Jesus. Bring us with all 

your saints to the heavenly banquet. We remember with love and 

thanksgiving the saints we have known, especially Frank Schott and John 

Christian Mau. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer 

these prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name. 

Your kingdom come; 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins,  

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

PEACE 
After praying for the whole world, we receive and extend to one another the gifts of Christ’s 

peace.  

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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And also with you. 

 

If you are joining our community live, please follow the link below to join us on 

Zoom as we continue the service with Communion.  If you are joining us at 

another time, know that our prayers join with yours across time and space. 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81074753382?pwd=K3ZseXp3NEpCc0djR2FDTlpU

V3NxUT09 

 

Meeting ID: 810 7475 3382 

Passcode: 125918 

 

OFFERING 

 

A collection of material goods for the church’s mission, including the care of those in need, is a 

sign of the giving of our whole selves in grateful response for all of God’s gifts. The table is set 

with bread and wine. 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Let us pray together: 

 

Holy and generous host, 

you set a table where we feast as friends. 

Prepare us to witness to your goodness 

with every gift you have given us to share, 

that all people may know your peace 

through Jesus Christ, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

THE PROPER PREFACE 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ, 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

 

 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  (written by Rev. Katie Hines-Shah) 

 

Blessed are you, 

O God of the Universe 

You protect and preserve us 

And make the ordinary holy 

Through the power of your love. 

  

Praise to you for all of creation! 

For making humankind from the very dust of the earth 

and giving us all we need for sustenance. 

Praise to you for preserving Noah and his family 

through their 40 days of sheltering in place 

and giving them the sign of the rainbow 

when it was safe to venture out again. 

Praise to you for bringing the Hebrew people 
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safely through the sea and beyond the reach of oppression. 

In the wilderness you provided them with manna and water from the rock 

as they journeyed into a new reality. 

  

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one: 

Who turned water into wine. 

Who fed thousands with a few loaves and fish. 

Who healed, taught, and blessed, 

all those who came close to him 

and those separated by distance. 

Who loved the world so much that he became one of us, 

sharing our common life, 

suffering and dying, 

And gloriously rising, 

breaking the bonds of sin, death and the devil 

so that nothing could ever separate us from you. 

  

 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying take and eat, this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again after supper he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying this cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

With this bread and this cup 

We remember Jesus’s presence among us 

As we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

  

O God of resurrection and new life, 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, 

Make this bread and wine before us 

The body and blood of your Son. 



 14 

Enter into our locked rooms 

Grace our table with your presence. 

  

Come, Holy Spirit. 

  

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 

Strengthen and preserve us for the trials we endure now. 

Send us your Holy Spirit 

to comfort, empower, challenge, and encourage us 

to be a sign of resurrection to the world. 

  

Come Holy Spirit! 

  

With your holy ones of all times and places, 

with those gathered on screens and by telephone, 

with sun and moon and stars, 

we praise you O God, 

blessed and holy Trinity, 

now and forever. 

  

Amen. 

 

All who thirst, all who hunger, come and be filled with the goodness of 

God.  

Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Life-giving God, 

you have fed us with your word, 

and our hearts burn within us. 

Through this meal you have opened us to your presence. 

Now send us forth to share the gifts of your Holy Spirit with all in need; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 
SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

BENEDICTION 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 

nor things present, nor things to come, 

nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 

and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 

bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

Amen. 
 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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