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UNPRECEDENTED TIMES; UNPRECEDENTED MINISTRY 
Pastor Elizabeth Friedman 
 

I always wanted to learn how to sew. This spring, 

when chatter increased about the need for cloth masks, I 

finally bought a sewing machine. Because it wasn’t safe to be 

in the same room, my mom couldn’t sit with me to help me 

figure out the workings of this enigmatic, seemingly magical 

device; but between phone calls with her and YouTube videos, 

I eventually figured out how to work it. 

 With two young kids at home, mask-making has been 

something I could contribute in the midst of so much pain. 

Our four-year-old likes to ‘help’ by lifting and setting down the 

presser foot. At this point, I have made somewhere in the 

region of 900 masks for friends and family, donating them to 

Lutheran World Relief’s Mask Challenge, and to colleagues 

and organizations who are then able to distribute them in 

Ypsilanti and Detroit. With disposable masks now selling for a 

dollar or more apiece, a healthy supply of free reusable masks 

is a social justice issue. 

 Months into the pandemic, there is mounting 

evidence that the use of cloth masks not only prevents the 

spread of Covid, but means people get less sick if they do 

catch it.1 In anticipation of thousands of students arriving on 

campus for the fall semester, I started making masks for 

students – and for you, too. Your gift of at least $20 will buy a 

mask for you and a mask for us to give away to a student. Since there has been so much vitriol around whether to mask, 

we have made them reversible, with “Love Your Neighbor” stenciled on one side and “Be Kind” on the other in colorfast 

fabric ink. 

 The challenge of this school year will be enormous. As of printing, the University of Michigan is still planning to 

welcome 45,000 students back to campus, with 70% of classes offered online and 30% offered in-person. We know that 

students, like the rest of us, are simultaneously hungry for in-person interaction and anxious about taking risks; so 

together with our student leaders, we are brainstorming ways in which we can safely gather outdoors in small groups, 

while keeping Sunday worship and other sorts of connections online.  

 In the following pages, you will see snapshots of several of our students and stories of how their summers are 

going. Especially in these uncertain times, we are grateful that you are part of our ministry. 

 
1 “Why Wearing a Mask and Breathing In Less Coronavirus Probably Means You Get Less Sick.” PBS Newshour, August 19, 2020. 
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/health/why-wearing-a-mask-and-breathing-in-less-coronavirus-probably-means-you-get-less-sick 

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/health/why-wearing-a-mask-and-breathing-in-less-coronavirus-probably-means-you-get-less-sick
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Congratulations, Graduates! 
RACHEL THURSBY 
B.A. in English, 2020 

 

Since quarantine began, I’ve been living back at home in Southwest MI with my family 

(most notably, with my very chunky cat, Gatsby). Between finishing up classes and 

applying for jobs, I’ve kept busy hosting remote movie nights with friends and 

participating in virtual play readings. I’ve also kept up with Lord of Light as editor of 

the weekly Sunday service videos! I feel so lucky to have this church community right 

now, on social media or otherwise. LoL helped me find my faith again after years of 

feeling alienated from it. I’ve become more confident and comfortable in my own 

beliefs and religious identity through this church and its incredible, uplifting, affirming 

members.  

 

RAMIN SAMEI 
B.A., Social Theory and Practice, 2020 

I am happy to say that I am happy and healthy and enjoying my life 
post-graduation, despite the pandemic and everything else. I’m still 
living at my coop, which I’ll continue to do for the foreseeable future 
(though at this point the foreseeable future seems to be a very 
narrow window of time). I’ve been spending my time stocking 
produce at the food coop, working with my house to get us through 
this pandemic, collaborating on a project for the ICC, and trying to 
safely spend time with my housemates and friends.  

I want to express how important Lord of Light has been in my 
life these past 3 years. When I first came to Ann Arbor, finding a 
church community that was life-giving seemed so impossible. 
Growing up, my queerness was a thing to be hidden from my church 
community and I thought that was a compromise I would have to 

take: if I wanted to celebrate communion with others, I would need to be that 1 out person in the congregation, fielding 
others’ questions, feeling a little more broken every time I sat down in the pew. Throughout my rocky first semester, my 
church search involved music, liturgy, and preaching. I didn’t even think to look for a church that welcomed me in my 
wholeness. 

My first Sunday at Lord of Light/Lutheran Campus Ministry, though, I knew I had found a profoundly good place. 
I felt the warmth of the people around me, and I sang with young children and people decades older than me. The 
sanctuary was filled with authentic connection among a close-knit community. By the time I was fed with home-cooked 
food and sent on my way, I knew I would be back. I’ve been in and out of LoL for the last 3 years, and though sometimes 
studies would pull me away for a couple of months, I would always come back. Lord of Light has been a place that feeds 
me in many ways. It feeds me with unconditional Christly love. It has connected me to places like Canterbury House, to 
spaces and bible studies and good books and conversations that have helped me to grow as a Christian. Elizabeth has 
asked me to share how Lord of Light has shaped me. How can I describe this? How would I quantify the effect of 
providing my 18-year-old self with bread and wine without caveats? Or the impact of giving a young person a model of 
loving, intergenerational community? These are priceless things, which I know I will not be able to adequately express or 
repay. It is a good thing that is not the arithmetic of the Eucharist.  

In these last 3 years, I have seen LoL grow so much. I am excited to see how we emerge at the end of this 
pandemic and I hope to continue to witness the journey of this church and of this ministry.  
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MADISON EVANS 
B.S. in Nursing, 2020 

 

After graduating in May and passing my nursing boards, I accepted a full-time 
registered nurse position at Munson Medical Center in Traverse City, MI in the Neonatal 
Intensive Care Unit. Working in the NICU has always been my dream, and I could not be 
more excited to have this opportunity straight out of school. After starting in early June, I 
have been learning lots about these special tiny patients through my nurse residency 
program which is a combination of classes, online learning modules, and on the unit 
training under the supervision of a preceptor. I have been living at my parents’ cottage in 
Charlevoix and commuting while I wait for my condo to become available in Traverse 
City. I am adjusting to life up north as a permanent resident rather than a tourist or 
“fudgie.”  
    My future plans are to move into my condo in September and work on making it my 
own with some fresh paint and decorations. I hope to be able to explore more of 
Traverse City this fall. 
    Lord of Light has been a wonderful welcoming community to me over my years at 

University of Michigan. I am thankful for all of the people I got to meet and the relationships I got to build. I will carry 
that empathy and compassion with me as I start my career caring for the tiniest patients and their families. I really 
appreciate everyone's kindness and support over the last 4 years and I will drop by and visit when I am in the area! 

 

RAYMOND SURYA 
B.S., Climate Engineering, 2020 

 

I have had a great summer in Ann Arbor, but first I want to thank 

LCM for all the nutritional, emotional, and spiritual support y’all 

have provided me over my college career. I’m probably the most 

guilty of anyone for stopping and taking advantage of y’all’s 

generosity without feeling like I’ve given back adequately, and I 

appreciate not only the tasty treats from Vida, but the fire and 

warmth that lives and breathes throughout LoL/LCM, felt especially 

strongly while biking to deliver Jimmy John’s in Michigan winters. 

 This summer, I’ve enjoyed setting up a Facebook page 

(facebook.com/RaysBikeRepair) to visit people’s homes and fix their 

bicycles. The endeavor has kept me the perfect amount of busy, and 

I’ve been able to sustain myself with my work as well. Along with 

Ray’s Bike Repair, I have been enjoying the lovely weather, biking, swimming, disc golfing, playing cards, and hanging out 

with friends, just as I’d imagined my last summer in Ann Arbor to be (yet also completely different from how I’d 

imagined it, due to the global pandemic). My contract is ending in mid-August, so I’m leaving Vail House, the Inter 

Cooperative Council, Ann Arbor, and the huge community of friends that I’ve made throughout my time here. Still, as 

much as I’m sad to go, I know I will stay in touch with my close friends, and Ann Arbor will be here for me to come back 

to. After stopping over in Holland, MI to be with my family for a bit, I plan to move to El Paso, TX in late fall, where I 

want to continue fixing bikes, learn Spanish, work for immigration justice, and be involved in a new city, culture, and 

community. 

 Once again, thank you to the whole community of LoL/LCM, as each one of you all do important work by 

fostering a welcoming and inclusive space for people to worship God. Huge thanks especially to Pastor Elizabeth for both 

being super welcoming and guiding the church through this pandemic. I hope to see y’all again and that each of you has 

a great year this fall, despite all the uncertainties we face as individuals and as a planet. 
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Summer Updates from Current LCM Students 
 

YODER SCHOLARSHIP AWARDED TO SHELBY SHAUGHNESSY 
Rising Junior, Gender and Health 

 

This summer has been interesting!! As a result of the 

pandemic, during the beginning of summer, I was able 

to spend a few weeks at home with my entire family 

and even decided to take some (online) spring classes. I 

spent a lot of time at home studying or hanging out 

with my family and going on walks. Luckily, I also had 

the opportunity to catch up on a few books I wanted to 

read. I have been spending a lot of time reading up on 

some present social issues and trying to better educate 

myself and those around me. With everything going on, 

I have found a lot of peace through religion, big thanks 

to Lord of Light! Recently, I have been spending the last 

few months living with my 93-year-old great-grandma 

as a caretaker of sorts after she experienced a bad fall 

towards the end of May. Now that I am back in Ann 

Arbor for the fall semester, I have been wandering 

around the city (mask on of course) and exploring on 

my daily walks. This summer has been different, to say 

the least, but I am oddly thankful for it!  

 

ZOE BULTMAN 
Rising Senior: Environment; Economics; minor in applied statistics 

 

 This summer I've been doing a combination of summer classes 

and an internship with the Graham Sustainability Institute. The project 

I'm working on with Graham is consulting with a local church (UUAA) to 

develop a carbon neutrality plan for their building & congregation. I'm 

really excited about this project because it gives me a chance to work in 

the field I'm most passionate about--sustainability--to enact tangible, 

meaningful change. My personal spirituality is strongly based on 

community service and social justice, so getting a chance to incorporate 

intersectionality & climate justice into the carbon neutrality plan has 

been especially deeply rewarding. Although we're only in the early 

stages of the project, I've already learned a lot about incorporating 

sustainability into faith communities and look forward to any 

opportunities to bring some of this specialized knowledge to Lord of 

Light and the ELCA community as a whole.  
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ALYSSA COZAD 
Incoming Master’s Student: School of Social Work 

For the past couple of years, I spent my summers as an 
academic advisor at the Stamps School of Art & Design. My days were 
spent welcoming students to campus during orientation, witnessing 
their joy, nerves, and excitement as they awaited the start of their 
first semester at U-M. Now the tables have turned and I'm the new 
student excited (and equally nervous) for my first semester as a 
graduate student in the School of Social Work.  

During this transition, adjusting to the pandemic has been a 
process. I went from having someplace to be and people to spend 
time with every day, to working from home and dreaming of the day I 
become a dog mom. As I've learned to sit with myself in that 
uncomfortable space, my faith has been challenged and 
strengthened. It's become clear that COVID-19 will not follow our 
timelines. For someone who likes to plan, this has been agonizing. I 
like to be certain of everything- certain of what to expect, certain of 
how I'm spending my time, and certain of when I'll see my family and 
friends. For the longest time, I craved this same certainty in my faith. I 
presumed that certainty meant that my faith was strong. As the 
pandemic has dragged on, and the racial injustice and systemic 
oppression of our black and brown siblings has become more 
apparent to me, I felt less and less certain of my faith in God’s 
presence and that was terrifying.  

Soon, however, I took a look at the flip side of my uncertainty. What would it feel like to act certain about the 
pandemic? I observed others wielding their “certainty of faith” against their communities- claiming God will protect us 
from the virus, thus allowing people to rationalize their opposition to wearing face masks at the risk of others’ lives. I 
saw steadfast commitments to upholding structures that have perpetuated racial inequity for years. Suddenly, I was 
more afraid of others’ certainty than my own uncertainty.  I believe that beneath these terrifying examples of others’ 
“certainty of faith”, is deep and fearful uncertainty. Not of God or of their faith, but of the grave circumstances facing 
our nation. Instead of abiding with God in discomfort, people were choosing certainty because it was more 
convenient. During this time of my own uncertainty, I’ve been so grateful for Lord of Light- for a space where 
uncertainty is welcomed and embraced. We know that we can't control so much of what is going on in our world. 
However, we are consistently reminded that while God doesn't promise to take us around the valleys, God does promise 
to walk with us through them. God is with us as we care for each other during the pandemic, and as we fight against the 
equally devastating pestilence of racism.  

While I've spent a lot more time by myself than usual this summer, I've become more aware of God's presence 
with me. I've even found ways to meet new people! By joining the ELCA Young Adults Abide Small Group program, I've 
met young adults from five different states. Each week, we discuss life and the ways we can abide in God's presence. 
Joining the Synod's Dialogues on Race series has helped me to better understand the ways that we as a church can work 
toward dismantling racist systems that oppress our black and brown siblings. In a time I had originally written off as a 
time for solitude and loneliness, I’ve found very meaningful communities.  I've also picked up a new hobby, and funnily 
enough, it's one that involves a lot of uncertainty. I've started growing flowers and making tiny bouquets. I can't be 
certain about much as I grow my flower garden. I can't control the weather, or the bugs who seem to think my plants 
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are as delicious as I think they are pretty, and I have to trust 
that when I cut the flowers, new ones will take their place. My 
patio garden has been a way to take a breath when the world 
feels heavy, a place to seek Creation in a way that is up close 
and personal, and a way to practice trust in the midst of a lot 
of uncertainty.  

I don't quite know what the fall will bring, but I know 
that for now, I can sit a while longer in the summer, cutting 
flowers, engaging in anti-racist work, building community 
with friends both old and new, and delivering little bouquets 
when I can. In all of this, I know that with Lord of Light, I can 
lean into uncertainty and be reminded that God is always 
with us, especially in our uncertainty.  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

ROSE N. 
Rising Junior, Biochemistry 

.  
This summer, as quarantine carried on and spring classes consumed most of my time, I was drawn out of my 

comfort zone to join thousands of protesters on the streets of Detroit. The recent murders of both George Floyd and 

Breonna Taylor due to police brutality shook me to my core. As these events unraveled before my eyes, I began to 

question whether God really 

cared about his darker children. 

So I took to the streets to satisfy 

my anger and with my sister and 

our friends, we joined Detroit Will 

Breathe (DWB) to call for justice 

for people of color everywhere. 

As I marched through the streets 

of Detroit-- 7 Mile, Michigan Ave, 

Gratiot-- my faith in God was 

restored. For as I stood side by 

side with someone whose skin 

color was much lighter than mine, 

fighting for someone like me, I 

remembered Gal. 5:1 and how in 

Christ, we were all meant to be 

free.    
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JENN HON 
Senior: Molecular, Cellular, and Developmental Biology 

This summer has been quite different from 
what I had envisioned. My plan to work in the lab has 
been swapped  to online work, fortunately. With the 
extra time I have on hand, I have been spending more 
time with family, gardening some flowers, taking 
classes, and making some masks still in progress.  

My love for plants, including flowers, has 
definitely grown during this time - so much so that I 
got my technology-addicted little sister involved in 
potting some flowers! I love visiting parks and seeing 
them flourish. Or not so much when I was on a run in 
the Arboretum and saw the floppy peonies - but they 
still are magnificent. 

The masks are still in the make and will be 
donated to homeless shelters when completed. I think 
in this time of the unknown I was still able to find some 
new hobbies and that would not have been possible 
without God's grace. I’m glad I can give back to nature 
and our fellow sisters and brothers. 

 

SOPHIE DETTLING 
Rising Junior, School of Public Health 

These last few months seem to have gone by in moments and 
years all at once. Just a few days before the announcement of the 
University of Michigan shutdown, I received an email of acceptance to 
the undergraduate program in the School of Public Health. I never could 
have imagined that before my program even began we’d all experience 
a global pandemic. A few weeks after classes went online, I returned 
home to my mom’s house in Lambertville, MI. It has been a strange 
experience to live on the border of Michigan and Ohio during this time. 
Even though the border is a less than five minute drive away, the pace 
of reopening and guidelines to do so have been like night and day. My 
experience over these last few months has made me realize how 
arbitrary the borders of jurisdiction are that we have created.  

Being someone who struggles with not having lots to do, I 
decided to pursue a minor in English through virtual classes. The 
experience so far has been overall very positive, and makes me hopeful 
for the quality of online classes in the fall. My professors have stepped 
up to the challenge of incorporating prominent social justice issues in 
our readings and discussions. This has helped me better internalize the 

racial injustices of our current society and the roots of the current movements to further equalities. 
 Additionally, I have been so blessed to be able to spend quarantine with my mom and two younger sisters. The 
ability to be around family in this time is truly a privilege. I have also used this time together to share the faith I have 
developed at Lord of Light. My family and I used the Maundy Thursday Dinner resources Pastor Elizabeth provided. The 
Revelations discussion group also led to meaningful conversations with my family members. I have been thankful to be 
able to communicate with the Lord of Light community throughout the quarantine period. It has shown me that our 
organization goes way beyond a building in Ann Arbor. 

Jenn, Sophie, and Pastor Elizabeth at FestiFall last year. 
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JOSHUA SCOTT 
Ph.D. Candidate, Near Eastern Studies 

 

This year has brought a lot of change. Due to Covid-19, U-M’s Winter 

sports and classes ended early or were  cancelled, and libraries were closed. 

The basic practices that connect me to my students shifted as we adapted to a 

completely online format. Prior to Covid, I would spend approximately five 

hours a week connecting one-on-one with students in addition to my teaching 

responsibilities. Where we would once gather at a coffeeshop to read Greek 

together or discuss a book we recently read; now we meet over Zoom from 

the comfort of our couches. That these relationships still continue to grow 

during this period of isolation and social distancing gives me an undeterred 

hope for the future and for academia.  

I am the secretary of an international research consortium called the 

Enoch Seminar, based on the character of Enoch from Genesis 5:21-24 

(http://enochseminar.org). The consortium advances research on Jewish, 

Christian, and Islamic origins. While we normally host three or four small 

international meetings each year, we offered our first completely virtual 

conference this June with 300 specialists from all around the world. The 

conversation focused on the origins of evil in the Second Temple Judaism (515 

BCE – 70 CE) and early Christianity. The conversation was lively and the 

research rich in detail but the contributions from around the globe pressed 

upon me now more so than ever that we are an interconnected global community.  

My dissertation analyzes how authors and artists utilized messianism in ancient times to frame the world and 

shape social dynamics. In this first book-length project, I explore messianism in ancient texts, notably Isaiah, 1 Enoch, 

Gospel of Matthew, and the Bar Kochba Letters. My second project will explore this phenomenon in material culture, 

such as pottery and architecture. The subject matter feels even more pertinent to me as our nation reevaluates the 

relationship between religion, politics, and charismatic figures. The Covid shut down drew increased attention to the 

lack of access to resources. As a result, research institutions around the world have now opened access to digitized 

ancient texts and artifacts, as well as publications normally available only through subscription (if at all). Although the U-

M Graduate library remains closed, I am still able to advance my research.   

For the last three summers, I have volunteered with Praying Pelican Missions (PPM) to serve the low-income 

and homeless in Alaska. The mission of PPM is to connect 

groups from around the world with local churches to 

address the needs of their community. Practically, this 

enables churches to support food banks with volunteers 

and complete building projects. My role is usually to 

manage of construction sites, lead bible studies and 

worship. As I depart this week to co-lead a team of 19 

people in an area north of Anchorage, I ponder what it 

means to come along side of these groups during a 

pandemic: how do I best love my neighbor? While some 

things continue to change all around us, the needs of 

people do not change, neither does the love the drives us 

forward to meet our neighbor. Some things do not 

change, for that I give thanks.  
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CURTISS ENGSTROM 
Second-year Master’s student, Survey Methodology 

 

This summer, as crazy it is, has been a relatively normal summer for me, except for 

a simple change in scenery. I intern as a Research Assistant at the School of Nursing at the 

University of Michigan, researching tobacco use disparities among sexual and gender 

minorities, among other things such as grant writing and survey research. On top of that, I 

have spent a majority of this summer trying to put together a research paper and 

presentation on whether or not certain survey questions make people respond to them in 

the same way. I say normal because I would have spent most of the time writing and doing 

statistics in front of a computer in Ann Arbor, but instead am doing it from the comfort of 

my home in northern Wisconsin. Instead of a desk or a cubicle, I made a makeshift desk out 

of my nightstand and use a piece of wood as my workspace for typing and writing. 

From all of this, my faith is being strengthened by the day. As a member of the 

congregation council, we have had meetings about what we can do once this pandemic has 

passed, and what to do during the interim. I realized from this that it isn’t about how or where you worship, it’s what 

you do. Realizing this motivates me for my personal and professional work in that it doesn’t matter where your work 

gets done, it’s that you do it and it makes an impact on others. 

That’s how my faith keeps me motivated day in and day out, it’s not about where it occurs, but that you do it. 

Lastly, while things may seem bleak at times, for many reasons, I know faith is what keeps me going. Faith for the future 

and faith that we will persevere through this and push on. Stay safe and WEAR A MASK!! 

 
 

 
EMILY CONSIDINE 
Junior, Art & Design 
 

In addition to my regular job as a newspaper editor, I've been 
working for UMMA (University of Michigan Museum of Art) as a 
program assistant putting together virtual events and activities for kids, 
families, and students. It allows me to share my passion for art with 
others who are looking for a free activity with minimal required 
supplies. This summer has also definitely been a whirlwind of news 
events and public injustices, and while it honestly has at times tested 
my faith in both God and my neighbors, it has ultimately led me to 
reaffirm my commitment to serving my community through whatever 
means I have at my disposal. I'm grateful to everyone at Lord of Light 
for all of their kindness and for consistently showing me what empathy 
looks like in action. Whether that is providing free art classes or 
contacting local government, co-writing editorials or just checking in on 
all of my friends, I hope to bring the humility and support that I've been 
shown through this church into everything I'm doing this summer. 
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BEN HOLLENBACH 
Ph.D. Candidate: Anthropology 

 
This summer, I have been teaching a class of my own design for the 
Anthropology department at the University of Michigan, called "Faith, 
Politics, Sex: Community and Conflict in American Christianity." We 
meet twice a week via Zoom, and have focussed on how religion factors into 
the construction of personal and social identities, and how religion interacts 
with politics in the U.S.  

I know it's a cliché to say "I'm the teacher but my students are the 
ones teaching me," but in this case it has been so true. Our conversations 
this summer have been meaningful and profound. We have talked about the 
complicity of majority-white Christian institutions in perpetuating systems of 
racism in the U.S. We have brainstormed ways that Christians can make 
antiracist organizing and education a priority for their faith communities. 
We have addressed the poor treatment of queer folks by many Christian 
churches, treatment which is not only cruel, but not at all Christ-like. We 
have discussed how, despite homophobic and transphobic hatred, queer 
Christians have remained resilient, knowing their worth as beloved children 
of God. 

We have come to some conclusions as our semester wraps up, and I 
want to share them with you. White, heterosexual, and cisgender Christians 

must recognize that prejudice is still rampant in religious institutions. Vague and half-hearted apologies for racism, 
transphobia, and homophobia are not enough. Saying "We will be inclusive" without a plan of action is not enough. 
Liking Facebook posts is not enough. Having committee meetings is not enough. 

Christians who seek justice and abundant life for marginalized communities must instead ask, "What actionable 
steps can we take to atone for such vile sins as racism, transphobia, and homophobia?" "What will our equivalent be to 
putting on sackcloth and ashes of penitence, as done in the scriptures?" We must ask these tough questions, and 
frankly, we should have been asking them a long time before now. 

 

JULIANA MARKS 
Rising Junior: Engineering; Oboe Performance 
 

This summer has most definitely not been what I had planned, but despite 
this I’ve still had some great experiences. In addition to taking a class during the 
spring semester, I was also able to participate in a virtual music festival. Through 
this program, I got to play chamber music with other music students across the 
country (and world!), and I learned how to use audio and video editing software. 
Additionally, one of the best experiences I have had this summer was interning for 
the LuMin Network (Lutheran Campus Ministry Network). This opportunity gave me 
the chance to meet and engage in conversation (over Zoom) with a group of 
awesome fellow college students, expanding the boundaries of my perspectives on 
faith and the church. I also learned a lot about the LuMin Network during my 
internship! 

I’m grateful for the additional time I have had this summer to read, knit, 
run, work in the garden, and spend time outdoors. Though this summer has 
challenged my tendency to need to have everything figured out in advance, it has 
reminded me that God is with us every step of the way, especially in times of 
uncertainty. 
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DAN GRAFTON 
Rising Senior, Architecture 

I don’t think anyone expected their summer to go the way that it 
did; I certainly didn’t. When the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic 
rapidly broke out across the country, I had been visiting some 
relatives and spontaneously flew home to my parents in 
Connecticut with about a week's worth of clothes. Despite the 
uncertainty about the near future and lack of preparedness, I was 
glad to be home. As a rising senior who has lived in Ann Arbor 
since freshman year, I have been blessed to spend my last summer 
before graduating at home with my parents and both of my 
siblings. 

In May, I began working again at a coffee shop, with social 
distancing through curb-side pickup, mask wearing, and added 
cleaning precautions. Working in the service industry during this 
time has helped maintain some connection with others despite the 

potential risk. Although baristas are not essential workers, I have felt rewarded by seeing the effects that maintaining 
this basic sense of normalcy has had on my customers’ abilities to transition into this socially distanced lifestyle.  

Outside of work, I have been privileged to be able to fill my extra time by giving back to my community in a 
couple of ways. Firstly, as an architecture student, I have been able to participate in a variety of architectural design 
competitions. In a group with classmates across the country, we worked to propose solutions for the affordable housing 
crisis in San Francisco and the world-wide global warming crisis. Although our designs will not actually be built, this 
contribution to the discussion and design practice will help me as a student gain the skills to be an architectural activist 
for these causes as a future professional.  

I have also had the ability to walk alongside my community in protests against police brutality and in response to 
the deaths of George Floyd, Brianna Taylor, and so many other innocent Black Americans. Showing up to demonstrate 
my support, to hear people’s stories, and to demand change has been humbling, uplifting, and regained some hope for a 
better future. Lastly, my family has volunteered for our church’s food pantry every other weekend throughout the 
summer, spending a couple hours on a Saturday to prepare bags of meals to be distributed the following day. Although 
we have not been able to spend time with the other volunteers or the people receiving the food, the coordinators of the 
food pantry have proven that we can overcome the obstacles placed in front of us by Covid-19.  

I will be returning to Ann Arbor for fall classes, and although it will be an adjustment for everyone, I am excited 
to find ways to connect with friends and strangers as well as with my family at Lord of Light.  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Mask Up with LCM! 
To help keep our students and our community safe, 
we’ll be giving students these masks this year. Your 
gift of $20 buys one for you and one for a student! 
They are reversible and made of double-layered 100% 
cotton batik, with “Be Kind” on one side and “Love 
Your Neighbor” on the other. 
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Enclosed you will find a 

Summer 2020 Appeal Card. Thrivent Choice lets members recommend where some of the charitable outreach funds from 
Thrivent Financial go by directing Choice Dollars. In order to participate in Choice Dollars, donors must be benefit members 
age 16 or older and hold a Thrivent Financial volunteer leadership position or have $800 or more in annual premiums toward 
qualifying insurance products or have $20,000 or more 
in contract value of qualifying products. If you 
previously directed Thrivent Choice Dollars to Lutheran 
Campus Ministry, thank you! Would you please do so 
again? Simply go to: 

  
 1. https://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice  
                                           OR 
  
 2. Call 800-847-4836 and indicate “Thrivent Choice” when prompted. Please indicate that you would like to direct 

your Thrivent Choice dollars to Lutheran Campus Ministry at the University of Michigan.  
Choice Dollars designated during the calendar year can be directed until March 31 of the following year. For example, 

you can direct Choice Dollars designated to you in 2020 until March 31, 2021.  
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

WE GREATLY APPRECIATE 

YOUR PRAYERS AND 

FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS! 
 

LIGHT YEARS 
Lord of Light Lutheran Church 

Lutheran Campus Ministry at the University of Michigan 

Summer 2020 

Follow us: 

www.lcm-um.org 
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