
A SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Advent, 2020: Holden Evening Prayer 

 
GATHERING 
We enter in a spirit of contemplation, as the beloved people of God, and the prelude helps to 

prepare us for worship. Words said by the pastor/leader are in plain type; words said by the 

congregation are in bold. 

 

PRELUDE 

 

PROCESSION 

Please stand as you are able. 
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HYMN OF LIGHT 

 
 

EVENING THANKSGIVING 
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WORD 
The Word of God is proclaimed within and by the gathered assembly. The first Bible reading, usually 

from the Old Testament, is followed by the Psalmody. A New Testament reading and Gospel reading 

follow. Please be seated. 
 

FIRST READING  Isaiah 64:1-9 
 

 1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 

  so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 

 2as when fire kindles brushwood 

  and the fire causes water to boil— 

 to make your name known to your adversaries, 

  so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 

 3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 

  you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 

 4From ages past no one has heard, 

  no ear has perceived, 

 no eye has seen any God besides you, 

  who works for those who wait for him. 

 5You meet those who gladly do right, 

  those who remember you in your ways. 

 But you were angry, and we sinned; 

  because you hid yourself we transgressed. 

 6We have all become like one who is unclean, 

  and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 

 We all fade like a leaf, 

  and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 

 7There is no one who calls on your name, 

  or attempts to take hold of you; 

 for you have hidden your face from us, 

  and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 

 8Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; 

  we are the clay, and you are our potter; 

  we are all the work of your hand. 

 9Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, 

  and do not remember iniquity forever. 

  Now consider, we are all your people. 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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PSALMODY     

 

 

 

  



 5 
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SECOND READING  1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

 

 
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

  4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been 

given you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech 

and knowledge of every kind—6just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened 

among you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the 

revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you 

may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful; by him you were 

called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

THE ANNUNCIATION 

An angel went from God to a town called Nazareth to a woman whose name was Mary.  

The Angel said to her, “Rejoice, O highly favored, for God is with you.  You shall bear a 

child, and his name shall be Jesus, the Chosen One of God Most High.”  And Mary said, 

“I am the servant of my God, I live to do your will.” 
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THE MAGNIFICAT 
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GOSPEL Mark 13:21-47 

 

The Holy Gospel, according to Mark.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that 

suffering, 

 the sun will be darkened, 

  and the moon will not give its light, 

 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, 

  and the powers in the heavens will be 

shaken. 
26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in 

clouds’ with great power and glory. 27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his 

elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 

  28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts 

forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things 

taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this 

generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 31Heaven and 

earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

  32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the 

Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will 

come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in 

charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the 

watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house 

will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may 

find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep 

awake.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  LO! HE COMES WITH CLOUDS DESCENDING 

After hearing the sermon, we proclaim the word of God in song. Please stand as you are able. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

God of power and might, tear open the heavens and come quickly to this weary 

world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for the ministry we share in Christ’s name. Open our hearts to your call 

for justice, peace, and healing. Attune us to the needs of the world as you draw 

near. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We pray for this planet in need of restoration: for devastated habitats, polluted 

waters, thawing ice, blazing fires, swelling floods, and long-lasting droughts. 

Renew the face of the earth and our relationship to it. Hear us, O God. Your 

mercy is great. 

 

We pray for all people who care for others in our community and around the 

world, especially for doctors, nurses, respiratory therapists, orderlies, and all 

those who are caring for patients in hospitals that are stretched. Strengthen them 

in this time of dire need; expand their compassion; and help them to know that 

you are with them. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

We pray for people who are in crisis as the seasons change: for those without 

homes facing severe weather, for those who are unemployed or underemployed, 

and for those in poverty or facing food insecurity. Relieve their burdens, sustain 

their bodies, and ease their minds; and inspire our leaders to enact laws that help 

us build a fairer, more just world that cares for all. Hear us, O God. Your mercy 

is great. 

 

We pray for the people in our families and congregation who live with 

depression, anxiety, chronic pain, addiction, and other invisible illnesses. We 

pray for all those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit, especially Tom, Alyson, 

Nathaniel, Clare, Karen, Hasse, Mason, Joyce, Emmy, Sarah, and all those we 

name now, aloud or in our hearts. Surround them with your love and support 

them when they struggle. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

We give thanks for the lives and witness of those who died while waiting for 

justice, peace, or healing, those whose names we know and those whose names 

are known only to you. Sustain all who still yearn for the completion of your 

redeeming work. Hear us, O God. 
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Your mercy is great. 

 

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 

PEACE 
After praying for the whole world, we receive and extend to one another the gifts of Christ’s 

peace.  

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

OFFERING 

 

A collection of material goods for the church’s mission, including the care of those in need, is a 

sign of the giving of our whole selves in grateful response for all of God’s gifts. The table is set 

with bread and wine. 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Let us pray: 

 
Generous God, 

you have created all that is, 

and you provide for us in every season. 

Bless all that we offer, 

that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing. 

In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. 

Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

THE PROPER PREFACE 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 

through whom you will also make all things new 

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  (written by Rev. Katie Hines-Shah) 

 

Blessed are you, 

O God of the Universe 

You protect and preserve us 

And make the ordinary holy 

Through the power of your love. 

  

Praise to you for all of creation! 

For making humankind from the very dust of the earth 

and giving us all we need for sustenance. 

Praise to you for preserving Noah and his family 

through their 40 days of sheltering in place 

and giving them the sign of the rainbow 

when it was safe to venture out again. 

Praise to you for bringing the Hebrew people 

safely through the sea and beyond the reach of oppression. 



 13 

In the wilderness you provided them with manna and water from the rock 

as they journeyed into a new reality. 

Praise to you for strengthening and protecting Mary through her 

pregnancy. 

You journeyed with her and Joseph as they made their way to Bethlehem, 

and kept her family safe as they fled into Egypt from the terror of Herod’s 

power. 

  

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one: 

Who turned water into wine. 

Who fed thousands with a few loaves and fish. 

Who healed, taught, and blessed, 

all those who came close to him 

and those separated by distance. 

Who loved the world so much that he became one of us, 

sharing our common life, 

suffering and dying, 

And gloriously rising, 

breaking the bonds of sin, death and the devil 

so that nothing could ever separate us from you. 

  

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying take and eat, this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again after supper he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying this cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

With this bread and this cup 

We remember Jesus’s presence among us 

As we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

  

O God of resurrection and new life, 
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Pour out your Holy Spirit, 

Make this bread and wine before us 

The body and blood of your Son. 

Enter into our locked rooms 

Grace our table with your presence. 

  

Come, Holy Spirit. 

  

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 

Strengthen and preserve us for the trials we endure now. 

Send us your Holy Spirit 

to comfort, empower, challenge, and encourage us 

to be a sign of resurrection to the world. 

  

Come Holy Spirit! 

  

With your holy ones of all times and places, 

with those gathered on screens and by telephone, 

with sun and moon and stars, 

we praise you O God, 

blessed and holy Trinity, 

now and forever. 

  

Amen. 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name. 

Your kingdom come; 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins,  
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as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

All who thirst, all who hunger, come and be filled with the goodness of 

God.  

Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Gracious and abundant God, 

you have done great things for us, and we rejoice. 

In this bread and cup you give us life forever. 

In your boundless mercy, strengthen us 

and open our hearts to the world’s needs, 

for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

NUNC DIMITIS 

 

 
 

 

BENEDICTION 

The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, 

the long-expected Savior fill you with love, 

the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, 

☩ now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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