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LIGHT YEARS 
A PUBLICATION OF LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN   Autumn/Winter 2020 

 

FORWARD IN FAITH, HOPE, AND LOVE  

As someone who is receiving this newsletter, you already know what a huge impact Lutheran Campus 

Ministry has on people’s lives and on the life of the church. LuMin sites across the country are our biggest source 

of future pastors and lay leaders; indeed, our current pastor is an alum of Lord of Light/LCM!  

In our community, everyone – especially students – learns that God loves them for who they are. They 

know this is a place where they can live into their identities as children of God, in stark contrast to the 

discrimination they may have faced in other faith communities. This is a place where they can be their whole 

selves. 

People often assume campus ministries get significant funding from the national church. This hasn’t 

been the case for many years now. As you can see from our budget breakdown, we now get just 3% of our 

annual funding from the national church. As the ELCA reorganizes, we are anticipating this funding to decline 

further. Roughly 19% of our funding comes from the Southeast Michigan Synod, and future conditions may 

ultimately mean those funds are not guaranteed.  
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We are one of just a handful of campus 

ministries in the ELCA that own our building while 

housing a congregation, with two separate 501(c)3s 

(one for Lutheran Campus Ministry, and one for Lord of 

Light Lutheran Church). Our single biggest financial 

contributor is Lord of Light Lutheran Church, which 

shoulders a significant portion of the expenses we 

incur to do ministry in our whole community. Many of 

our most involved students note the presence of adults 

and families in this ministry is part of what makes them 

feel at home here. These are people who care about 

them, who show them what life is like on the other 

side of graduation, and what an adult faith life looks 

like. The congregation is beginning to grow again, and 

most of our new members are students. While students’ financial gifts 

are an integral part of our financial health, we know their discretionary 

income is limited. 

Here's where you come in. About a quarter of our funding comes through our partnerships with area 

Southeast Michigan Synod congregations and support from alumni and friends. Your generosity can help us 

become less dependent on funding from 

the ELCA and the SEMI Synod. This is 

critical because those funds are far from 

certain in the future. Your gifts can help 

Lutheran Campus Ministry become self-

sufficient, ensuring a vibrant and faithful 

ministry here for years to come. 

You know what a difference this 

ministry has made in your life. Now is 

the time to pass that gift on to another 

generation. You are reading this 

newsletter because the Lutheran 

Campus Ministry at the University of 

Michigan has been a formative part of 

your life.  If you’re already a regular 

contributor, thank you.  If you’re in the 

SEMI Synod, perhaps you could invite 

your congregation to become a partner with us too. 

Gifts of all sizes are needed. Some choose to 

support campus ministry at the $2,500 or $1,000 level 

while others are able to support at $25 or $50 per month.  Regular monthly gifts over time can make a huge 

impact. You can sign up for automatic giving or make a gift here: www.lcm-um.org/support 

               

Thank you for being a part of the LoL/LCM community. We couldn’t do this ministry without you. 

 

Andrew (age 7) helps Hunter and 

Sophie hang up the Christmas lights. 

Quick group photo after hanging Christmas lights (we 

kept our distance the rest of the time, promise!). 

http://www.lcm-um.org/support
http://www.lcm-um.org/support
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STILL, STILL, STILL 
Pastor Elizabeth Friedman 

I have been asked this year whether there’s much of 

anything going on here at LCM during these times, with fewer 

students on campus. I’ve been asked what we plan to do with 

ourselves next term when on-campus students have been asked 

not to return and classes are offered solely online. 

But if anything, there’s more to do, and all of it takes more 

time. Any pastor will tell you how much more work-intensive online 

worship is, and we have been worshiping online fully since March 

8. On Sunday nights, we still gather on Zoom to share conversation 

and Communion, something to keep us connected in this time of 

separation. We are still housing students in our church apartment, 

providing an affordable response to Ann Arbor’s ever-growing 

housing crisis. Pastoral contact involves phone calls, walks outside, 

Zoom, and snail mail. 

When the weather cooperated in the autumn, we gathered in 

small groups outside for masked, distanced conversations around a 

bonfire on Wednesdays, and for short outdoor Communion services on 

Tuesdays. We had BYO picnics in the park and went for walks in the 

Arb.  I held outdoor office hours and I continue to be on Zoom every 

week for drop-in conversations. 

We are blessed with a remarkable group of student leaders this year, all of whom bring their gifts, skills, 

creativity, and energy to this unprecedented time. This term, they helped to plan our weekly activities, and all 

worked really hard to plan, assemble, and deliver Advent kits for 

everyone in our community, all with activities that are meant to 

keep us sustained and connected throughout this most difficult 

phase of the pandemic.  

Truthfully, the vast majority of our students will be back 

on campus next term, because most of our students live in off-

campus housing. For us, January is usually a pretty slow month, 

because no one wants to venture outside in the snow; and since 

classes don’t start until after MLK Day, it might have been safe to 

assume this January would be particularly quiet. But this year, 

we’re planning three different book discussion groups, two of 

which will be led by student leaders. As awkward and imperfect 

as Zoom is, it does afford us the opportunity to connect with 

each other no matter where we are, and no matter how hard the snow is blowing. 

My sermon for the first week of Advent centered around the idea that the trees are already covered in 

buds in November – that while in spring we get to witness the promise of those buds, their possibility is already 

there, prepared, waiting throughout the winter. As difficult as it is to wait together through this time, we 

continue to not only hold that possibility, but live into the promise of God’s presence that is already here, 

blooming in our lives. 

  

Above: Shelby, Sophie, Hunter, and 

Pastor Elizabeth tabling on the Diag. 

Right: Our autumn swag bags, 

including a mask, chapstick, stickers, 

pens, and snacks. 
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FIRST IMPRESSIONS 
Anna Scheck 
First-Year, Earth and Environmental Science 
 

I have had the pleasure of getting to know so many of you 
the past few months, and have loved finding my place in the 
community at Lord of Light. If you don’t know me, hello! I hail from 
the small town of Hastings, Michigan, which is near Grand Rapids, 
and I am a first-year student in UofM’s Residential College intending 
to major in Earth and Environmental Science. I was raised with a 
heavy involvement in church activities, as my father is an ELCA 
pastor, so I was very excited to find Lord of Light. One perk of having 
online church services this year is that I was able to watch a few of 
Pastor Elizabeth’s sermons from home. I appreciated getting a sneak 
peek into things here, so I was already really comfortable when I 
showed up for my first event.  

As Lord of Light is just a block away from my dorm in East 
Quad, I’ve been able to attend a bunch of our socially distanced 
events. From Just Communion and our Faith & discussions to picnics 
and walks in the Arb, I’ve found the time I spend with folks from Lord 
of Light to be a welcome escape from my normal days. There’s 
something really restorative about being with people who aren’t in 
my building, who aren’t also freshmen; the connection with people 

having truly different experiences from me is refreshing. I also find a deeply comforting familiarity in 
sharing in church spaces, so being able to make s’mores and talk about our lives for a few hours in the 
middle of the week has been wonderful. For next semester I’ll be moving back home, which will be 
challenging in many aspects, but I hope to keep in touch with the community here in Ann Arbor. Since 
we’re mostly virtual at this point 
anyway, especially through the 
winter months, keeping in touch 
with you all will help me maintain a 
sense of normalcy. I am glad God 
led me to this community, and am 
excited for what we will do in the 
future.  
 

 

  

Right: Anna, Jonathan, Shelby, 

Curtiss, and Pastor Elizabeth 

go for a walk in the Arb on an 

unseasonably warm 

November day. 
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FAITH & 
Sophie Dettling 

Junior, Public Health 

 
There’s just something about sitting around a fire that invites a break from reality. The wood 

crackling, the flames dancing, the marshmallows roasting, 
and even the smoke’s lingering scent. Meeting around a fire 
for Faith & at Lord of Light this fall was a great way to bond 
as a community and take a much-needed break from Zoom 
calls. Every Wednesday, we discussed another topic of 
everyday life that intersects with our understanding of faith. 
From Faith & Food to Faith & Politics, the conversations 
were always lively and thought-provoking.  

One of my favorite discussion topics was Faith & 
Family. Everyone’s openness about which aspects of their 
family created their understanding of life today led to 
laughter over unique family traditions and critical reflection 
about which characteristics of family members shrine 
through in our own personalities. In a time when many of us 
do not see family members as often as we’d like, sharing 

family memories can bring joy in the moment, and hope for when we can create new memories 
with our loved ones.  
While lockdown regulations and rising COVID-19 case numbers led us to change Faith & Wednesday 

night discussions to a virtual format, I was still thankful to connect with everyone and have a space to 
decompress halfway through the week. This strange and difficult semester offered many challenges to our 
ministry, but it also allowed for creative avenues to experience community. While I look forward to the 
days when we can have these conversations around a table again, there is something really special about 
the bonds we formed around the light of a fire this semester. 
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TAKING MINISTRY OUTSIDE 
Shelby Shaughnessy 
Junior, Gender and Health 
 

Being online in just about all aspects of our 
lives has been difficult, but Lord of Light has been 
making it work with socially distanced outdoor events 
throughout the semester. Toward the end of summer 
and into the beginning of the fall semester, we had a 
few BYO picnics, where people brought their own 
food and a blanket or chair. We all sat in a circle and 
were able to eat lunch together while catching up. It 
was nice to connect with some people from the 
church after a summer where many students were 
living away from Ann Arbor.  

Following that, during the beginning of 
September, a group of people from Lord of Light went 
on a walk to pick up ice cream. We went to Blank 
Slate, which, of course, had some pretty great ice 
cream. This was a great opportunity to meet some 
new people, especially since a few new students came 
along!  

Additionally, although it is now being held 
virtually, we had a few good weeks of Faith & on 
Wednesday nights around a bonfire (even with s’mores!). We were even able to hold Just Communion 
outside on a few Tuesday nights. These short events that enable us to connect with others and the church 
feel like a nice break from how busy life can be! Furthermore, a few times during the semester we decided 
to take advantage of the Arb and go on a few socially distanced walks as a group. We found a few good 
days weather-wise and it was nice to be outside with people!  

One day, towards the beginning of the 
fall season, a group of people met in the Arb 
and had donuts and cider as well. I am really 
grateful to be part of a group so determined to 
make it work, regardless of the situation we 
have found ourselves in. Even if we are masked 
up, 6+ feet apart, and overall, just feeling very 
uncertain about the stability of the world, it is 
inexplicably nice to see people and connect 
with them. 

 
 

Above: One of our socially distant BYO 

picnics in the late summer. Left: the setup 

for outdoor distanced Communion. 
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DOING ADVENT DIFFERENTLY 
Alyssa Cozad 
First Year, Master’s of Social Work 

 
So much about this year has been different and perhaps this 

year more than any, I’ve been reminded that “difficult” is a fast 
friend of “different.” Changing routines isn’t easy work. It involves 
adjusting our daily lives and traditions in ways that stretch us. The 
Lord of Light Community has answered the call to adapt. We are 
missing each other but we are also finding new ways to draw near to 
each other and to God in this difficult time. This Advent season, the 
Student Leadership Team collaborated to bring the Advent season to 
parishioners' doorsteps.  

I love any project that combines an element of 
surprise, the U.S. Postal Service, crafting, and treats! Together 
we brainstormed ideas of how to celebrate the season of 
Advent in a new way. The box included some favorite Lord of 
Light recipes, an Advent wreath frame hand made by Lord of 
Light Students, a coloring devotional, cozy treats, and a Bread 
for the Day devotional.  

On Wednesday evenings we gather to discuss the 
Advent devotional together. Every week I look forward to 
hearing about how the Advent story is touching the lives of 
those in our community. In those moments when we’re 
gathered on Zoom, some of the difficulty about 2020 seems to 
melt away as I remember that though we may be separated 
by distance, 
we are close in 

spirit. Each day when I look at my Advent calendar or listen to 
our Lord of Light Advent Playlist, I remember that I am not alone 
in this waiting. These small moments have meant the world in a 
season of Advent that has been unlike any other. Usually, I am 

looking forward to heading home 
to be with my family for 
Christmas. This year it’s a bit 
different as we’ve decided to 
celebrate Christmas “COVID-
style” and via Zoom. In moments 
when this difference feels so 
hard, this community reminds me 
that Advent is a season of waiting 
and a season of hope. 
 
 
 

  

Clockwise from left: Sophie assembles Advent wreath frames 

made of recycled wood and wooden candleholders; Juliana 

folds and staples Advent devotionals; the contents of each of 

our Advent kits; boxes ready to go to the Post Office. 
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Enclosed you will 

find an Autumn/Winter 2020 Appeal Card. Thrivent Choice lets members recommend where some of the charitable 
outreach funds from Thrivent Financial go by directing Choice Dollars. In order to participate in Choice Dollars, donors 
must be benefit members age 16 or older and hold a Thrivent Financial volunteer leadership position or have $800 or 
more in annual premiums toward qualifying insurance 
products or have $20,000 or more in contract value of 
qualifying products. If you previously directed Thrivent 
Choice Dollars to Lutheran Campus Ministry, thank you! 
Would you please do so again? Simply go to: 

  
 1. https://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice  
                                           OR 
  
 2. Call 800-847-4836 and indicate “Thrivent Choice” when prompted. Please indicate that you would like to 

direct your Thrivent Choice dollars to Lutheran Campus Ministry at the University of Michigan.  
Choice Dollars designated during the calendar year can be directed until March 31 of the following year. For 

example, you can direct Choice Dollars designated to you in 2020 until March 31, 2021.  
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WE GREATLY APPRECIATE 

YOUR PRAYERS AND 

FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS! 
 

LIGHT YEARS 
Lord of Light Lutheran Church 

Lutheran Campus Ministry at the University of Michigan 

Autumn/Winter 2020 

Follow us: 

www.lcm-um.org 
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