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PANDEMIC ADAPTATIONS 
Beatrix Dergis 
Sophomore, Anthropology 

 
Last year, my first at the University of Michigan, I went to church almost 

every Sunday. This was in stark contrast to high school, where it would be 
impressive if I dragged myself out of bed to go to church more than twice in a 
school year. With Lord of Light’s services being in the evening, it was a lot easier 
to go, and I really enjoyed the services. I also liked getting to know people over 
dinner after service and during other church events. 

Then COVID hit and I just stopped going. From March to part-way 
through February, I attended only one service, Easter Sunday. Part of the reason I 
stopped going was the change in schedule: being at home meant that I often 
would forget about church until after it was over, if I remembered at all. I also 
often just didn’t feel up to participating virtually. The longer I didn’t go, the 
harder it was to start going again. Even though I didn’t attend services, I never 
felt like I had left the community; I did participate in some of the other activities, 

like the book and discussion groups over the summer, back-to-school ice cream, and one of the in-person Faith 
& discussions in the fall. I also recorded occasional readings for services. It was nice to be able to connect with 
and stay in touch with the community while I wasn’t actively attending worship. I never felt completely 
separated from the community, and things like the Advent, Lent, and Holy Week kits, were a physical reminder 
of that. 

During winter semester, I’ve been taking a course that involves doing a semester-long 
ethnographic research project. For my project, I decided that I wanted to look at how Lord of 
Light has adapted to online worship. I saw my project as a chance to reconnect with the 
community by looking at something that I felt was true from my experiences: that the church 
is still successfully creating community, even when we can’t physically be together. What I 
found through my observations is that, while no virtual solution will be able to perfectly re-
create the feeling of connection and community found in in-person worship, things like having 
synchronous communion and time set aside in worship for conversation help a lot. I personally 
enjoy the conversations, where breakout rooms mean I’m often interacting with people I 
hadn’t previously had the chance to meet or talk to. The weekly office hour and Faith & 
gatherings, which were outside the scope of my research, also provide valuable connections 
and a chance to get to know people and have actually quite deep conversations. 

As my project winds to a close, I plan to keep attending worship and other activities. I hope that as the 
weather gets warmer and as more people get vaccinated, we will be able to start having activities outside, to 
start bringing in-person interaction back in a safe way. But I do know that whatever happens going forward, Lord 
of Light will be able to maintain the community it has created. 
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PASTOR’S LETTER 

Rev. Elizabeth Friedman 

 

There was an article recently in the New York Times that 

seemed to spell out what I know I am feeling –  and what I suspect so 

many of you are feeling, too. We’re not despairing, because there’s 

hope on the horizon. But in this liminal time, when the end of the 

pandemic is so close but not yet here, when India is being ravaged by 

yet another variant and we are reminded yet again that Covid does not 

care if we are tired, there is a certain pervasive feeling, and It’s not a 

good one. The New York Times called it ‘languishing.’ I recognize it as 

senioritis. 

In every degree I’ve done, no matter how much I loved the 

subject material, that last month or so of term was brutal. Not because 

I didn’t care anymore, but because even though I cared, I was so excited 

about the next step, the next thing I was doing, that I could hardly bring 

myself to concentrate on the task at hand. 

But I did make myself concentrate and finish out those degrees, 

because no one graduates if they stop going to class or turning in 

assignments a month before term is done. My life is better for the 

knowledge I gained and the experiences I had, even if it was hard to get 

through it. 

 This year’s graduates have had to slog through will-they-won’t-they in-person/hybrid/online classes, 

figuring out how to motivate themselves when time has no meaning, when already-tenuous structures and 

boundaries between home and school and work have evaporated. They have navigated worry not just about 

infections, but about what life will look like when they graduate and have to face a transformed job and 

graduate school landscape. 

 Now that graduation weekend has passed, I have been having lots of one-to-one walks with students, 

particularly our seniors, who are expressing what I find the sometimes surprising ways LCM has helped keep 

them grounded during this time. I know I never feel 

like I’m doing enough, and some of that is because I 

just can’t stop comparing myself to pre-pandemic me. 

(Maybe you’ve felt that, too.) And yet, somehow, even 

though we haven’t been able to see each other in 

person much at all this term, we’ve continued to help 

students remember that God is with them throughout 

this uncertain time, and that God will continue to be 

with them in all the uncertain times to come. 

 Thank you so much for being part of the 

LoL/LCM community. We couldn’t do this ministry 

without you!  

 

 

After Fauci Ouchie #2! 

My eldest son and I walked a 5k for ministry partner Living 

Water Ministries.  
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WINTER BOOK GROUPS 

Sophie Dettling 

Junior, Public Health 

 
 Towards the end of winter break and into the beginning of the 
semester, LCM students and Lord of Light members participated in 
three virtual book clubs to build community and explore new topics. 
Having a good book to turn to during the winter months of quarantine 
was just what many of us needed! Pastor Elizabeth led a group on 
reading the book Sanctuary: Being Christian in the Wake of Trump by 
Heidi Neumark. This book explores how to support a diverse, 
welcoming, and social-justice oriented congregation in the midst of 
current events that often show a very conflicting Christian message.  
 Additionally, one of my fellow student leaders Alyssa Cozad led 

a group in discussion of the book 
Inspired: Slaying Giants, Walking on 
Water, and Loving the Bible Again by 
Rachel Held Evans. The focus of this 
book is Evans' journey of returning to 
the Bible with a new perspective. She 
retells Bible stories in new forms of 
writing and media that do not shy away 
from the hard topics, but encourages questions, different interpretations, 
and doubts. 
 I also had the pleasure of leading a book club on Educated by 

Tara Westover. In this memoir, Westover tells her story of growing up in 

a conservative Mormon home with a father whose often strict 

interpretations of scripture led the family into an isolated and often 

dangerous reality. Westover did not attend elementary or high school, 

but studied for the ACT to attend Brigham Young University. She 

went on to study further at Cambridge and Harvard. This book 

led us to discuss the value of an education outside of the home 

for women especially, the implications of different interpretations 

of one text, and how family dynamics shape our perspectives. 

Since the book club was in the virtual setting, we were able to be 

joined by family members who had also read the book and really 

heard multi-generational perspectives on the discussion topics. 

Book clubs were a really great way to continue to check in on 

one another and enjoy the company of our community despite 

the challenge of a long winter during the pandemic. 
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SAPAC PRESENTATION 
Sophie Dettling  
Junior, Public Health 

 
 In late March, LCM partnered with the University of 
Michigan’s Sexual Assault Prevention and Awareness Center 
(SAPAC) for a workshop on Responding to Disclosure. The 
virtual workshop covered topics such as showing empathy to 
survivors, common reactions by survivors, the power-control 
wheel, consent, and confidential support resources available to 
students on campus. After SAPAC’s presentation, we discussed 
possible scenarios of disclosure within our community and how 
best to respond in these situations. The students who 
participated reflected on thoughts and feelings associated with 
disclosure, response options, and next steps after leaving the 
conversation.  
These are very important topics, especially as our campus 

security (DPSS) has reported an increase of 96 to 140 reported cases of sexual misconduct from 2017 

to 2019 among U-M students. The goal of workshops and conversations around these topics is to 

continue to make our physical and virtual spaces safer places for students and community members to 

discuss concerns with one another. We are thankful for our presenter, Taylor, and look forward to 

continuing to partner with SAPAC in the future to provide more resources and tools to our community. 
 

LENT & HOLY WEEK KITS 
A major part of our ministry this 

year has been care packages. Because we 
were still apart over Lent and Holy Week, 
the student leaders and Pastor Elizabeth 
planned, assembled, and sent kits to the 
whole community. Our Lent kit included 
ashes as well as devotional materials from 
A Sanctified Art, and our Holy Week kit 
included items for each of the major days 
in Holy Week: a palm frond coloring page 
from Illustrated Ministry for Palm Sunday, 
a tea towel with Martin Luther’s quote 
“God does not need your good works, but 
your neighbor does,” for Maundy 
Thursday; a small olive-wood cross for 
Good Friday; a worry stone with the word 
‘hope’ for Holy Saturday; and an Easter 
egg for Easter Sunday. Michigan was in the 
midst of a massive Covid spike during that 
time, so we celebrated together with 
online worship.  

Screenshots of an appreciative Instagram 

post from one of our students! 
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BIG 10 TRIVIA NIGHT 

Sophie Dettling 
Junior, Public Health 

 
 Over the last semester, we 
participated via Zoom in two Big 
10 Trivia Night events with other 
campus ministries in the 
conference. The first trivia night 
was hosted by our very own 
campus ministry and led by 
Curtiss, one of our graduate 
students in the department of 
survey and data science at U-M. 
Curtiss challenged everyone with 
questions ranging from state 
geography to songs from 
Broadway musicals. Teams 

participated representing the University of Wisconsin-Madison, Northwestern, UIUC, University of Minnesota, 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, University of Maryland, Penn State, MSU and of course U-M! A joint-team effort 
of Penn State, Northwestern, and Mayland placed first and took home bragging rights as our first ever Big 10 
Trivia winners! 

The second trivia night was hosted by campus leaders at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. 
Questions tested teams’ knowledge of famous movie lines, book covers, and tv show characters. Lots of laughter 
and friendly rivalry was shared by all. While our U-M team was not victorious, we had a great time participating 
and getting to know the members of other campus ministries! While being in the virtual setting has been 
challenging, it has also given us the 
opportunity to connect with other 
schools across the country. We are 
looking forward to continuing to 
form relationships with students, 
pastors, and leaders at the various 
campus ministries in coming 
semesters. 
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Thank You to our 2020 Donors! 

 
Mary Amick 

Dr. Don & Anne Bakalyar 

Dorothy Bauer 

Gail Booren 

Jeff & Kathy Bracken 

David & Cheryl Bubolz 

Angus Burch 

Marilyn Burgard 

Michael Burkett 

Rev. Lori & John Carey 

David & Stephanie Carlson 

Dr. Christian & Dr. Anne Casper 

Robert & Katherine Christiansen 

John Cochran 

Dorothea Collins 

Alyssa Cozad 

Kathy Cozad 

James Crowfoot 

Mary Lou Deisroth 

Michael & Joyce Deren 

Wayne Determan 

Paul & Nancy Durance 

Rick Durance 

Dale Eckart 

Rev. Stan Eckermann 

Eldon & Judith Enger 

Douglas & Deborah Fidler 

Barb Foster 

Rev. Perry & Casey Francis 

Dr. Matt & Rev. Elizabeth Friedman 

Scott Fruchter 

Sr. Dorine Gapczynski 

Dr. Candace Gardner 

Dan Grafton 

Karla Grafton 

Glen Greenlee 

Kevin Greyerbiehl 

Sandra Guthans 

Rev. Jay Haite 

Rev. Roger & Dcn. Helen Harms 

Aaron Haury 

John & Dr. Carolyn Haury 

Karen & Lynne Herche 

James Hicks 

Jennifer Hong 

Efosa Idusuyi 

David Ippel 

John Jack 

Jesse Jannetta 

Lisa Jevens 

Ruth Kallio 

Jennifer Kim 

Mr. & Mrs. Klos 

Stuart & Tina Korshavn 

Kurt Kowalski 

Tim & Kelly Krohn 

Steven Kurtz 

Dr. Carol Lacey 

David & Holly Lendt 

Dorothea Lipp 

Wenyi Liu 

Brent Lofgren 

Rodney Maeker 

Brian Manzo 

Jan Marvar 

Frode & Marilyn Maaseidvaag 

Karen Mattson 

Mark Mau & Kathy Bonds 

Norma Mau 

Thomas & Heidi McFadden 

Stanley & Robin Mendenhall 

Herman & Bernice Merte 

John & Carol Mickel 

Karen Miller 

David & Karen Moerdyk 

Judith Moldenhauer 

Bill & Sally Moldwin 

Rev. Jen Nagel 

Ann Neiswander 

Eugene Nissen 

Gary & Deb Nystrom 

Rev. Barry & Elaine Osterbur 

Sonja Page 

Robert Pardon 

Kathleen Peterson 

Steve Portnoy 

Dr. Barry Rabe & Rev. Dana 

Runestad 

Peggy Rasmussen 

Nick Roumel 

Neil & Tamy Sawyer 

Jennifer Saye 

Rev. Roland Schaedig & Barbara 

Hayworth  

Lois Schlachter 

Rev. Floyd Schoenhals 

Dave Schrumpf 

Josh & Sarah Scott 

Herman Sealey 

S. Erving & Nancy Severtson 

Crandall Shifflett 

Ashley Smith 

Merton Spencer 

Elaine Stainbrook 

Tom Stapleton 

Dr. Georgine Steude 

Raymond & Polly Sund 

Bob & Diane Tallman 

Dorothy Taylor 

Joseph Tesar 

Clare Thiem 

Richard Timmons 

Richard Tyler 

Henry & Cynthia Tysinger 

Spencer & Frances Walters 

Rev. Gordon & Lois Ward 

Susan & Robert Wefald

  
Please let us know if we need to make any corrections to our list! 
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Thank you to our partner congregations! 
 

Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church, Bloomfield Hills 

Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Ypsilanti 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Livonia 

Holy Faith Church, Saline 

King of Kings Lutheran Church, Lake Orion 

Lord of Light Lutheran Church, Ann Arbor 

Salem Lutheran Church, Flint 

St. John Lutheran Church, Flint 

St. John’s Lutheran Church, Fowlerville 

St. Paul Lutheran Church, Dearborn 

St. Paul Lutheran Church, Port Huron 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Ann Arbor 

Zion Lutheran Church, Ann Arbor 

Zion Lutheran Church, Chelsea 
 
 

and thank you to our  

Southeast Michigan Synod! 
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Enclosed you will 

find a Spring 2021 Appeal Card. Thrivent Choice lets members recommend where some of the charitable outreach 
funds from Thrivent Financial go by directing Choice Dollars. In order to participate in Choice Dollars, donors must be 
benefit members age 16 or older and hold a Thrivent Financial volunteer leadership position or have $800 or more in 
annual premiums toward qualifying insurance products 
or have $20,000 or more in contract value of qualifying 
products. If you previously directed Thrivent Choice 
Dollars to Lutheran Campus Ministry, thank you! Would 
you please do so again? Simply go to: 

  
 1. https://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice  
                                           OR 
  
 2. Call 800-847-4836 and indicate “Thrivent Choice” when prompted. Please indicate that you would like to 

direct your Thrivent Choice dollars to Lutheran Campus Ministry at the University of Michigan.  
Choice Dollars designated during the calendar year can be directed until March 31 of the following year. For 

example, you can direct Choice Dollars designated to you in 2020 until March 31, 2021.  
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WE GREATLY APPRECIATE 

YOUR PRAYERS AND 

FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS! 
 

LIGHT YEARS 
Lord of Light Lutheran Church 

Lutheran Campus Ministry at the University of Michigan 

Spring 2021 

Follow us: 

www.lcm-um.org 

 

https://www.technobezz.com/files/uploads/2015/02/instagram-1581266_1920.jpg
http://www.kfupm.edu.sa/deanships/dad/Image%20Library/twittericon.png
http://pnptc.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Screen-Shot-2016-08-18-at-10.16.00-AM.png
https://brandthunder.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/Facebook-skins-post.png

